Pentateuch Magazine Project

Directions:  For this project, you will be working in self-selected groups of 3-4 people to publish your own historical investigation magazine on the Pentateuch. Before you begin, you need to consider the audience, purpose, and tone of each of your pieces. This will allow you to develop your piece in an appropriate way, using a style suited to the writing task. The assignment will be worth over 150 points with both your individual and group effort counting for credit. You will be required to include the following components in your magazine:

I.  Cover Page: (Reading 2.11, 2.2)

A. Creative and relevant title that describes the purpose or audience of the 

magazine

B. A political cartoon or meaningful illustration that relates to your topic(s) (no 

 literal illustrations)

C. Captions for major articles (and anything else you deem necessary)

      II.  Contents: 

A. Table of Contents that appears professional and authentic (Reading Standard 2.11, 2.2)
B. Editorial (200 words minimum)( Write an opinionated piece that critiques the validity, power, and truthfulness of one of the sources you used to gather information for your magazine (Reading Standard 2.5, 2.6; Writing Standard 1.1, 1.3, 2.4a)

C. 3-4 Historical Investigation articles, one per group member (350-400 words minimum)( based on topic of your choice; remember that you need to have a thesis and support it with details from your research (Writing Standard 1.5, 2.4 a, b, d; Written and Oral Language Standard 1.0)

D. Quotable quotes (at least 5) that relate to the topic you are investigating( avoid clichés such as “what goes around comes around”; try instead to find meaningful quotes (properly cited) that reveal meaningful messages related to your subject matter

E. Additional parts of your choice (i.e., crossword, letters, interviews, book reviews, etc.)( minimum of 1 additional piece per person

F. Bibliography/Works Cited page (Writing Standard 2.4e)
      III.  Back Cover: (Reading Standard 3.7c)

A. An advertisement( relevant to the time period and the topic your are 

investigating

B. Consider the historical, political, social, and philosophical influences of the    

time 

***Please remember that I have very high expectations of you and that I expect this magazine to have a professional appeal. Scanners and additional technology not available to you in the classroom will be available to you in the computer lab. Use your time and resources wisely. You will want to use nice paper for the final product, as well as professional binding. Kinko’s can bind your final product for a low cost. If finances are an issue, see me before the project is due.***
The following is a sample of how you might want to prepare your material before you begin writing your articles and solidifying your research. It will help to assure that you are approaching the project from the right perspective:

	Piece
	Audience
	Purpose
	Tone

	#1  Article- The Ark of the Covenant: Where is it?
	Adult students in a Bible as Literature class in college
	To introduce them to some of the historical and archaeological proof for the existence and historicity of the Ark.
	Academic and informed( need to sound educated and convincing in order to persuade the reader.

	#2 Advertisement
	Same
	To poke fun at some of the unusual customs of the time

(i.e., don’t boils a kid in its mother’s milk)
	Humorous and mocking( make it  a subtle humor so that the reader has to think in order to get the point

	#3  Etc.
	Etc.
	Etc.
	Etc.

	#4  Etc.
	Etc.
	Etc.
	Etc.
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