
Bible as Literature

Fall 2005 & Spring 2006

R.A. Millikan High School

Mr. Twal, ntwal@lbusd.k12.ca.us
(562) 425-7441, x.4222

Textbooks:     Holy Bible, New King James Translation

        LBUSD Reading and Writing Handbook

Course Description:  

This course is designed to equip students to interpret Biblical allusions in literature by giving them a firm foundation in Old and New Testament stories. Students read the King James Version, which is recognized as one of the monuments of modern English literature, and do historical and comparative studies of the text. According to district policy, students will be required to do 800-1000 pages of reading per quarter outside of class in order to improve their fluency and comprehension of the subject matter.

Expectations:  Students will be expected to...


1.    Work cooperatively in pre-assigned groups as directed by the instructor.

2. Be completely prepared for class every day with appropriate materials by the time the bell rings (homework, binder, paper, pen/pencil, optional coloring pencils/markers).


3.    Stay on task for the assigned time by following verbal and written instructions.

4. Show maturity toward and respect for others by being considerate, courteous, and understanding (i.e., no swearing is tolerated).

5. Respect the fact that class will begin and be dismissed by the instructor, not 

the bell.

Projects: (Magazine Publication, Power Point Presentations, Multimedia Presentations, Mock Trial, etc.)
My own experience with learning has been that personal interaction with a text is the best way to understand it. Therefore, many different projects will be assigned throughout the year. These projects will be connected to the various texts we read. Some of these projects will be completed individually, while others will be completed within a pre-assigned group. 

Essays/Papers:
All essays or papers that are turned in for grading must be typed, double-spaced, and use Standard Roman or Times New Roman font no larger than 12 pt. in size. Remember that you are responsible for the final condition/state of your paper. You will need a title page that includes the following information: name, course, period, title of essay, instructor, and date due. You will use the standard MLA format for all of your formal assignments. If work does not meet these standards, it will be returned to you. See the LBUSD Reading and Writing Handbook for specifications.

Homework:

Homework is a general term that includes assigned readings, preparation for in-class discussions, and written assignments to be handed in for grading. With this in mind, please understand that homework will be assigned regularly and that it must be completed before you walk into class on the due date. There is a significant amount reading to be done outside of class, both from the Bible and from books of your choosing, so please manage your time wisely.

Make-up Policy:
If you miss a class or deadline for a "legitimate reason" (EXCUSED ABSENCE with a readmit) you have one class period for each class period you were absent to complete the work. Work turned in after this "grace period" can be refused depending on the circumstances. You will be held responsible for finding out what you missed during an absence and you will be held equally responsible for turning in the make-up work at the appropriate time. Also, you are responsible for making me aware of any special circumstances that may account for any work that you may have missed in class. No late work will be accepted for a grade without an excuse that has either been cleared by the office or by me. When you turn it in, please write a brief note on a separate piece of paper explaining why it is late (i.e., excused absence 9/4/02) and attach it to the first page of the assignment.
Grading:
You will receive a scoring guide for every major assignment that will detail the breakdown of the grading for a particular assignment. Point values will differ depending on the assignment. Once those grades are entered, they will factor into your grade as follows:


Projects



25%


Essays



25%


Homework/Class work

20%


Quizzes/Exams


10%


Group work/Participation

10%


Miscellaneous/Portfolio

10%

Portfolios:

Each student will be required to keep a portfolio that traces his/her growth as a writer. The pieces included in the portfolio will reflect a wide variety of writing styles and types. The portfolio will be collected each quarter for grading in order to keep students accountable for the work that I have assigned.

This paper is a contract. By signing it, you are committing to meet the requirements of this course. I will hold you to this commitment and remind you of it when you are breaching its terms.

Student name (Print clearly)_____________________________________________________________

Student signature​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________Date__________

Parent/Guardian signature_______________________________________________Date__________

September 7, 2005

Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s),


Another rigorous year of learning and growing begins! My name is Nader Imad Twal and I will be teaching your student's Senior English class (Bible as Literature) for the 2005-2006 school year. This will be my eighth year at Millikan High School, but it is my ninth year in the profession. My heart in teaching burns for the students and I thrive on interacting with them in the classroom setting. Being with them is an opportunity and privilege that I do not take lightly. I am committed to my role in the students' lives because knowledge brings freedom and grants equity in the global economy, and education is the primary means by which this knowledge is conferred. For this reason, everyone in my classes begins on a level playing field; we all have an equal opportunity to succeed. However, with my support, it is ultimately the student’s responsibility to take then that opportunity and translate it into achievement. We are a learning community that values collaboration and cooperation.


I feel very passionately that each student can experience success in education and life. For this reason, I am driven by a desire to see students take education into their own hands, becoming more active in their own learning (under the caring hands of parents/guardians and teachers). They need take more and more responsibility for their academic growth since we as teachers have them for such a limited time before they pursue their respective paths upon graduation. I am available to help ensure this end by nurturing the skills needed to succeed in today's world; however, I also want to see your student grow into a responsible and educated citizen who has taken a hold of his/her own learning. In the words of William Butler Yeats, “Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.” I hope to ignite a passion for learning in your students’ minds and hearts.

In brief, my educational philosophy can be summarized in the words of an old proverb: "Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you have fed him for a lifetime." I hope to see the students learn to "fish" this year, so that they can be nourished for a lifetime. If you have any concerns, questions, or comments, please feel free to leave a message for me at the school (562) 425-7441, x.4222 and I will try to return your call as quickly as possible. Thank you for taking such a significant interest in your student's education. It is to be admired.

Sincerely,

Nader Imad Twal

R.A. Millikan High School

2800 Snowden Avenue

Long Beach, CA 90815

(Please detach this portion and return it to Mr. Twal to verify that you have read this letter.)

____________________________________________________      _______________

Parent/Guardian Name (printed)/Signature
               

  Date

____________________________________________________      _______________

Student Name (printed)/Signature




  Date

