Study Questions on Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy

The following chart lists some parallel passages between these three collections of teaching, with Deuteronomy as the starting point.  What strikes you when you look at the Deuteronomy version?  What are the characteristic and distinctive features, and what might be the explanation and significance of the differences?  Look for the key points – it is intentional that these two pages do not have room for all the details.  I have filled in the first three to give you the idea—see if you can do the rest.

	Deut 12: 1-8

They must demolish the

existent worship places and

worship only at the place

Yahweh chooses
	Exod 20:24

They can make an earth altar

wherever Yhwh designates.

Did this give them too much

scope?  Was it too dangerous? 
	

	
	
	

	Deut 12:16, 23

They must drain the blood

from animals before eating 

the meat

	
	Lev 17:10-14; 19:26

There’s more rationale for the

rule.  To help people

understand the rule?  To make

sure they obey it?

	Deut 12:29-32

They are not to worship in the

way the previous inhabitants

did—but it presupposes that

those people are all gone


	Exod 23:23-24; 34:12-14

Assumes that these previous

inhabitants are still there, so

they have to be wary of 

relationships with them.

Perhaps they were still there.
	

	Deut 13


	
	

	Deut 14:1-20


	
	Lev 19:28; 11:2-23

	Deut 14:21


	Exod 23:19; 34:26
	Lev 11:39, 40; 17:15

	Deut 14:22-29


	
	Lev 27:30-33

	Deut 15:1-11


	
	

	Deut 15:12-18


	Exod 21:2-11
	Lev 25:39-46

	Deut 15:19-23


	Exod 22:30; 34:19
	

	Deut 16:1-17


	Exod 23:14-17
	Lev 23

	Deut 16:18-20


	Exod 23:6-9
	Lev 19:15

	Deut 16:21-22


	
	Lev 26:1


What aspects of these chapters are puzzling?
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