Short Argument Scoring Guide

Manuscript form: (8 pts.)

_____ (3 pts.) Heading appears neatly and correctly on each page

_____ (2 pts.) Paragraph is double spaced and typed, using Times New Roman font

_____ (3 pts.) Concise and accurate title for the paragraph appears centered at the top

Content: (32 pts.)

_____ (5 pts.) Author clearly distinguishes between a premise and a conclusion

_____ (5 pts.) Argument begins from a reliable, well-established premise(s)

_____ (5 pts.) Ideas are presented coherently, clearly, and authoritatively in a natural and logical 

order (transition smoothly from one thought to the next)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses definite, specific, and concrete language to build argument

_____ (2 pts.) Avoids loaded language completely

_____ (5 pts.) Author demonstrates a mastery of ethos, pathos, and logos

_____ (5 pts.) Author makes no logical fallacies

Mechanics: (10 pts.)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses correct spelling and punctuation throughout paragraph

_____ (5 pts.) Avoids fragments and run-ons throughout paragraph

_____ (50 pts.) Total points possible
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