1. STUDY QUESTIONS Gospel of Matthew:

a. Style/Structure:

i. Matthew is arranged orderly, with material grouped in 3’s, 5’s, and 7’s. Find an example of each.

ii. Also, it is grouped in blocks (topically). Identify the following groupings: Matthew 5-7; 10; 13; 18; 23-25

iii. What do each of the five major discourses share in common in terms of their beginning and ending formula? In other words, how does each one begin and end?

iv. What examples in the text can you find to support the assertion that Jesus is the archetype of Israel? How does his life mirror the Jewish journey in the Pentateuch (pay attention to the 1st 4 chapters)? What might this imply?

b. Distinctive material:

i. Choose one parable from Matthew’s Gospel and read it. What message does it communicate and how does it relate to one of the major themes you already know to exist in this Gospel?

ii. Read Matthew 16:18 and 18:17. What catches your attention about these verses. Consider the circumstances surrounding them and why they might be anachronistic. What might this suggest?

iii. How is Peter portrayed in this Gospel (cf. 14:28-33; 16:17; 17:24-27; 18:21-35)? How might he be an archetypal disciple?

iv. Compared to Mark, how are the disciples portrayed in this Gospel? Why do you think that is?

c. Relationship to Judaism:

i. Looking at the genealogy of Jesus in the opening chapter, why does Matthew mention that Jesus is both the son of David and Abraham?

ii. What is the significance of the frequency with which he is describes as the son of David?

iii. Look at the Fulfilled Prophesies about Jesus. Why might Matthew emphasize these to a greater degree than his Gospel compatriots?

iv. How does Jesus typically interact with the Jews? How does he view the Pharisees? Why do you think he feels this way?

d. Law in the Gospel of Matthew:

i. Read Matthew 5:17-20. How is the Law fulfilled in Jesus?

ii. What qualifies Jesus to be an interpreter of the Law? Why might they recognize him as a teacher? How does he interpret the Law?

iii. How does Jesus shift the interpretation of the Law? See 9:21-22; 7:21-23; 9:13; 12:7; 18:33, etc.

