Revision Questions for Short Arguments

1. Does the author make a distinction between his/her premises and conclusions?

2. Are the premises upon which the argument is built sound? Which seem to be the most convincing? Which need work? How can it be improved?

3. Do the ideas flow naturally and logically? If there is a breakdown, how can the author improve his/her work? Where are his/her gaps and how can he/she fill them?

4. Is the author careful to use definite, specific, and concrete language rather than loaded jargon? Where is it most powerful and what needs more refining? Why?

Logical Fallacies

1. Either you love me or you don’t.

2. Since you cannot prove that ghosts do not exist, then they must.

3. If we allow for dress codes in the public schools, then it will not be long before students will also be required to have their hair a certain length at school.

4. Do you support freedom and the right to bear arms?

5. A reasonable person would agree that taxes are fair.

6. We should discount what Leona Helmsley says about taxes because she is rich.

7. Nixon lost the election because Kennedy looked better on TV.

8. Students are like nails. Just as nails must be hit in the head in order to them work, so too must students.

9. Cancer causes smoking.

10. Since I’m not lying, it follows that I am telling the truth.

11. People who dodge the draft have little courage. We are better off without them in the military.

12. Germany is a militant country, thus each Herman is militant.

13. If you think that the death penalty is unjust, consider the families of the victims.
