Model Short Argument Paragraph for Revision

“Forever a Prisoner”

1. What is one’s moral obligation to others in nations where human rights violations are the norm?

2. Where does the line between political autonomy and the need for intervention lie?

3. Can one mature without suffering?

When one observes the human rights violations that took place in Iraq under Saddam Hussein’s regime, one must confront the real question of whether or not our country had a moral obligation to get involved or to remain aloof because of Iraq’s autonomy. Though diplomacy always remains an option, those suffering under such regimes cannot necessarily afford the time that negotiation demands… their lives often hang in the balance. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “all persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.” The tortures to which many prisoners under Saddam were exposed violate this basic human right and thereby require intervention by the international community. So not only is there a moral obligation to act, but also a legal one as well. It is in such instances that a country forfeits political autonomy.
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