Chris M. v Dr. Terry Preece and Metro City Unified School District

Mock Trial Scoring Guide

Prosecution

_____ (15 pts.) Opening statement (Reading 3.7c, Writing 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, Written & 

Oral Language 1.2, Speaking & Listening 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 2.2)

_____ (3 pts.) Concisely and powerfully presents the accusations and evidence 

used against the defendant (well-structured argument)

_____ (2 pts.) Mentions parties involved in the case and the reason for their 

involvement

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (30 pts.) Questioning of Witnesses (Reading 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7c, 3.8, 3.9, Writing 

1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, Written & Oral Language 1.2, Listening & Speaking 1.6, 1.7, 

1.9, 2.2)


_____ (5 pts.) Questions are thorough and probing


_____ (5 pts.) Lends credibility to prosecution’s case against the defendant


_____ (5 pts.) Shows comprehensive grasp of the different characters’ 

backgrounds, histories, credibility (build up), and possible involvement in the case

_____ (5 pts.) Provides relevant and meaningful evidence to bolster the case 

against the defendant (testimony, documents, physical evidence and/or expert testimony)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (25 pts.) Cross-examination of Defense’s Witnesses (Reading 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7c, 

3.8, 3.9, Writing 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, Written & Oral Language 1.2, Listening & Speaking 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.12, 2.2)

_____ (5 pts.) Lends credibility to prosecution’s case against the defendant


_____ (5 pts.) Shows comprehensive grasp of the different characters’ 

backgrounds, histories, credibility (attack/discredit), and possible involvement in the case

_____ (5 pts.) Weakens defense’s case through cross-examination of witnesses

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (20 pts.)Closing Arguments/Rebuttal statement (Reading 3.7c, Writing 1.1, 1.3, 

1.4, 1.5, Written & Oral Language 1.2, Speaking & Listening 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 2.2)


_____ (5 pts.) Summarizes key evidence and testimony in the case to support the 

prosecution (structured logically)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (5 pts.) Anticipates and addresses counterarguments adequately

_____ (20 pts.) Writing and research (Writing 1.6, 1.7, 2.4, Written &Oral Language 

1.2) 

Work must be typed or it will not be accepted for a grade.


_____ (5 pts.) Evidence of thorough background research on the case; Based on 

clear research questions and research


_____ (5 pts.) Shows evidence of systematic strategies to gather and organize 

information


_____ (5 pts.) Presentation (neat, grammatically correct, organized, etc.)

_____ (5 pts.) Appropriate attire for courtroom

_____ (15 pts.) Group work (Listening & Speaking 1.15, 1.16, 1.17)


_____ (5 pts.) Contributed equally to group final product


_____ (5 pts.) Listened attentively to other group members and developed 

discussion through various means

_____ (5 pts.) Excellent attendance

_____ (125 pts.) Total points possible
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Defense

_____ (15 pts.) Opening statement (Reading 3.7c, Writing 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, Written & 

Oral Language 1.2, Speaking & Listening 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 2.2)

_____ (3 pts.) Concisely and powerfully addresses why the accusations and 

evidence against the defendant are unfounded or weak

_____ (2 pts.) Highlights key points in the defense

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (30 pts.) Questioning of Witnesses (Reading 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.7c, 3.8, 3.9, Writing 

1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, Written & Oral Language 1.2, Listening & Speaking 1.6, 1.7, 

1.9, 2.2)


_____ (5 pts.) Questions are thorough and probing


_____ (5 pts.) Lends credibility to defense and discredits prosecution


_____ (5 pts.) Shows comprehensive grasp of the different characters’ 

backgrounds, histories, credibility (build up), and possible 

involvement in the case

_____ (5 pts.) Provides relevant and meaningful) evidence to bolster the case 

supporting the defendant (testimony, documents, physical evidence and/or expert testimony)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (25 pts.) Cross-examination of Prosecution’s Witnesses (Reading 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 

3.7c, 3.8, 3.9, Writing 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, Written & Oral Language 1.2, Listening 

& Speaking 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 1.12, 2.2)

_____ (5 pts.) Lends credibility to defense


_____ (5 pts.) Shows comprehensive grasp of the different characters’ 

backgrounds, histories, credibility (attack/discredit), and possible involvement in the case

_____ (5pts.) Weakens prosecution’s case through cross-examination of 

witnesses

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (20 pts.) Closing Arguments/Rebuttal (Reading 3.7c, Writing 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 

Written & Oral Language 1.2, Speaking & Listening 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 2.2)



_____ (5 pts.) Summarizes key evidence and testimony in the case to support the 

defense (structured logically)

_____ (5 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (5 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (5 pts.) Anticipates and addresses counterarguments adequately

_____ (20 pts.) Writing and research (Writing 1.6, 1.7, 2.4, Written &Oral Language 

1.2)

Work must be typed or it will not be graded.


_____ (5 pts.) Evidence of thorough background research on the case; Based on 

clear research questions and research


_____ (5 pts.) Shows evidence of systematic strategies to gather and organize 

information


_____ (5 pts.) Presentation (neat, grammatically correct, organized, etc.)


_____ (5 pts.) Appropriate attire for courtroom

_____ (15 pts.) Group work (Listening & Speaking 1.15, 1.16, 1.17)


_____ (5 pts.) Contributed equally to group final product


_____ (5 pts.) Listened attentively to other group members and developed 

discussion through various means

_____ (5 pts.) Excellent attendance

_____ (125 pts.) Total points possible
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Witnesses
_____ (60 pts.) Writing and research (Writing 1.6, 1.7, 2.4, Written &Oral Language 

1.2)

Work must be typed or it will not be graded.


_____ (15 pts.) Evidence of thorough background research on Rawls’ A Theory of 

Justice
_____ (15 pts.) Accurately infers and describes character’s reaction to Rawls’ 

  theories

_____ (10 pts.) Uses text accurately to support and explain these inferences


_____ (10 pts.) Shows evidence of systematic strategies to gather and organize 

 information


_____ (10 pts.) Presentation (neat, grammatically correct, organized, etc.)

_____ (20 pts.) Group work (Listening & Speaking 1.15, 1.16, 1.17)


_____ (8 pts.) Contributed equally to group final product


_____ (7 pts.) Listened attentively to other group members and developed 

discussion through various means

_____ (5 pts.) Excellent attendance

_____ (45 pts.) On the Stand (Reading 3.7c, 3.9, Writing 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, Listening & 

Speaking 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, 2.2)

_____ (10 pts.) Has a mastery of the character (stay in character, speaking from 

1st person perspective)

_____ (15 pts.) Makes specific and repeated references to Rawls

_____ (5 pts.) Appropriate attire for character 

_____ (8 pts.) Uses gestures, facial expressions, intonation, and nonverbal 

techniques to accent presentation

_____ (7 pts.) Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance specific 

tone or purpose (persuasive)

_____ (125 pts.) Total points possible
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Jurors

_____ (50 pts.) Writing and research (Reading 3.7c, Writing 1.3, 1.7, 2.4)


Work that is not typed will not be graded.


_____ (15 pts.) Evidence of thorough background research on the case 


_____ (8 pts.) Shows evidence of systematic strategies to gather and organize 

information


_____ (7 pts.) Specific quotes are referenced and analyzed


_____ (10 pts.) Evidence of critical and insightful assessment of logical fallacies


_____ (10 pts.) Presentation (neat, grammatically correct, organized, etc.)

_____ (20 pts.) Group work (Listening & Speaking 1.15, 1.16, 1.17)


_____ (8 pts.) Contributed equally to group final product


_____ (7 pts.) Listened attentively to other group members and developed 

discussion through various means

_____ (5 pts.) Excellent attendance

_____ (55 pts.) In the Jury box (Reading 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 3.8, 3.9, Writing 1.3, 1.7, Listening 

& Speaking 1.9, 1.12, 1.15, 1.16, 1.17)

_____ (10 pts.) Has a mastery of the subject matter addressed in the case

_____ (15 pts.) Copious notes about trial (testimony, evidence, etc.)

_____ (10 pts.) Logical and well-supported arguments to support conclusions 

during deliberations

_____ (10 pts.) Assesses power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments presented 

being specific (in writing) to note gaps/strengths in the case

_____ (5 pts.) Appropriate attire for juror


_____ (5 pts.) Attentiveness and body language during trial

_____ (125 pts.) Total points possible

