Minor Prophets Literature Analysis Essay 

Scoring Guide

Manuscript Form: (19 pts.)
  S1   S2   S3   T

___ ___ ___ ___ (4 pts.) Correct heading with name, class, period, date due and teacher name

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Creative, short title that is not literal (reflects thought) on title page

___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Typed and double spaced

___ ___ ___ ___ (2 pts.) One inch margins throughout essay

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Essay is in MLA format (rather than a heading on each page, simply 

   include last name and the page number in top right corner of each page)

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Works cited page properly formatted and detailed, with correct 

   information (extra credit)

Content (Rhetoric): (81 pts.)

Introduction: (18 pts.)

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Interesting and engaging lead to hook reader’s attention

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Eases reader from hook to thesis in a controlled, logical, and interesting 

   way.

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Solid thesis that introduces the theme and mentions its effect(s)

 

  (sophisticated and insightful)

___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Includes the TAG (Title, Author, Genre)

Body Paragraph #1: (16 pts.)
___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Show evidence of control, organization, and focus

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Accurately and coherently supports thesis with specific information, 

   details, and examples from the text

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Examples are developed and analyzed in relation to the thesis 

   (insightful, persuasive, and relevant literary commentary)

___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Shows awareness of appropriate tone, audience, and purpose

Body Paragraph #2: (16 pts.)
___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Show evidence of control, organization, and focus

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Accurately and coherently supports thesis with specific information, 

   details, and examples from the text

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Examples are developed and analyzed in relation to the thesis 

    (insightful, persuasive, and relevant literary commentary)

___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Shows awareness of appropriate tone, audience, and purpose

Body Paragraph #3: (16 pts.)
___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Show evidence of control, organization, and focus

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Accurately and coherently supports thesis with specific information, 

   details, and examples from the text

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Examples are developed and analyzed in relation to the thesis 

   (insightful, persuasive, and relevant literary commentary)

___ ___ ___ ___ (3 pts.) Shows awareness of appropriate tone, audience, and purpose

Conclusion: (15 pts.)

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Restates main idea of thesis in new language

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Reemphasizes key points developed in the body 

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Gives a sense of closure to the essay and expands the reader’s horizons

Grammar/ Mechanics (Conventions): (30 pts.)

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Uses correct spelling and punctuation

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) No run-ons or fragments

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Correct MLA citations within the text (including poetic notation)

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Uses active voice throughout

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) No misplaced modifiers

___ ___ ___ ___ (5 pts.) Uses the historical present tense

___ ___ ___  ___ (130 pts.) Total points possible

Comments/concerns:

CAHSEE Equivalent

· Rhetoric _______

· Conventions _______

