Literary Analysis Essay #2

Minor Prophets of the Old Testament

Standards fulfilled by this assignment:

Reading 3.3 (Author’s use of irony, tone, mood, style, and language to achieve a  rhetorical or aesthetic purpose), 3.4 (Poet’s use of imagery, personification, figures of speech, and sounds to evoke a reader’s emotions), Writing 1.0 (Strategies- Write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates the student’s awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process.), Writing 2.2 a-d (Write a response to literature).

Directions: Choose one of the minor prophets listed below and demonstrate your understanding of the significant ideas/themes in his work by analyzing his use of imagery, language, style.

Step #1: Before you begin, you will need to better define your topic. Narrow your focus to a particular theme that the prophet develops and then read the selected chapters to see how that theme is developed.

· For instance, Isaiah (a major prophet) develops the theme of the “Suffering Servant” in the latter parts of his book, primarily chapters 40, 43, 44, 52-53. Show how his use of graphic images, figurative language (i.e. sheep to the slaughter), and poetic form build up this theme and make the text a powerful and effective piece of prophetic writing.

Suggested Themes/Topics:

Hosea- Adultery of a Nation (1,6), Restoration (6,14)

Joel- Judgment/Deliverance (2)

Amos- Inevitability of God’s Judgment (3,9)

Jonah- Disobedience (1-4)

Micah- Repentance (6)

Nahum- Judgment (1)

Habakkuk- Deliverance/Faithfulness of God (3)

Zephaniah- Judgment (1-3)

Haggai- Encouragement (2)

Zechariah- Judgment of Pagan Nations (9), Messianic Kingdom (14)

Malachi- Reverence for God (1)

Step #2: Begin the preparation process

Authoritative, clear, and coherent thesis: 

In composing your thesis, you need to mention the theme/idea in question and allude to the effect(s) it creates. Your introduction should seamlessly and engagingly lead into the thesis.

· i.e., Isaiah’s prophetic utterances develop the theme that the coming Messiah will be a suffering servant with such craft, that it is difficult to overlook the brutality with which the innocent, kingly Messiah would be received and judged.

Body Paragraphs:

In the body paragraphs, show how the theme is developed, by noting the author’s use of imagery, language, and style. Each of these elements will be developed in a separate body paragraph.

· Structure your ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them using precise and relevant examples from the text. 

· Develop each fact, example, or detail with some explanation (1CD:2CM). 

· Also, please remember to structure your essay so that your weakest paragraph is first and your strongest is last.


Example:


Paragraph 1: (Imagery) Isaiah’s use of graphic imagery

· “…so his appearance was marred more than any man” (52:14b).

Paragraph 2: (Language) Use of metaphor and simile, or figurative language

· “Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,/ and like a lamb is silent before its shearers,/ so he did not open his mouth” (53:7).

Paragraph 3: (Style) Poetic form appropriate to discussion of kingly Messiah

· “Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great,/ and he will divide the booty with the strong…” (53:12).

Conclusion: 

· Summarize the key points to which the essay alludes. 

· Show how the key arguments presented in the body support the assertion made by the thesis. 

· Expand the reader’s horizons without introducing a new idea.

