Minilesson: Composing an Argument
Argument(a process of reasoning or a series of reasons that attempts to convince or persuade.

Elements of a convincing argument:

1. Distinguishes between a premise (a proposition that helps or supports an argument) and a conclusion (a reasoned deduction or inference).

a. Premise: The sanctity of life is to be preserved. Murder, which ends life, violates this principle.

b. Conclusion: Murder must be punished.

2. Begins from a reliable premise.

a. Unreliable: Murder is wrong, abortion is murder, therefore abortion is wrong.

b. Reliable: Life is not a human creation in itself. Since humanity did not create it, humanity cannot claim the right to take it. Therefore murder, which hinges on the taking of another’s life warrants punishment.

3. Present ideas in a natural and logical order.

4. Uses definite, specific, and concrete language.

5. Avoids loaded language (i.e., abortion is murder, hippies are freaks, liberals/conservatives are evil).

Consider the following elements of argumentation of which Greek philosophers were aware:

1. Ethos- a moral or ethical appeal

2. Pathos- an emotional appeal

3. Logos- word choice

· In essence, your argument should offer the reader a moral or ethical reason(s), which appeals to the reader’s emotions, and uses appropriate diction to accomplish this end.

