March 27-28, 2007

“The rich man is not he who has the most, but he who has the least.”

Japanese Proverb

Agenda- Philosophy

Reading 3.9( Articulate communicators and rigorous thinkers will evaluate the underlying philosophical assumptions in Rawl’s Theory of Justice by taking and defending a position on the just distribution of goods.

1. New Seating Chart

2. Review Essential Question: “Is a capitalist society just?”

a. Briefly discuss how capitalism shaped our thinking in Monday’s exercise.

b. Decide whether or not it is just based on learnings from Government class and new learnings from Rawl’s then defend perspectives with specific reasons

3. Reread Rawl’s summary together and discuss, using the rules of Discourse Analysis, the “just-ness” of the way that goods are distributed in a Market Economy

a. How does Rawl’s Theory of Justice compensate for inherent inequities in market economies?

b. Can anyone ever function with a “veil of ignorance”? Why/why not?

4. Read exert from 1984. Discuss the Theory and Practice of Oligarchical Collectivism, and determine the similarities and differences of what is described to our political system.

5. Assign socio-political philosophers by groups

a. Plato’s Crito

b. Hobbes’ Leviathan

c. Locke’s Second Treatise
d. Mill’s On Liberty
e. Marx & Engels’ Communist Manifesto
Expectations:

· Bring your text with you every day this week

· Read your assigned selection of socio-political philosophy by Thursday 3/29/07 and Friday 3/30/07

Before the bell rings, please…

1. Find your new seat according to the seating chart

2. Consider your response to the ESSENTIAL QUESTION: “Is a capitalist society just?” with Monday’s activity in mind.

Thank you !!!

