Impeachment Mock Trial

Overview: For our next class project, we will be putting the infamous first king of Israel, Saul, on trial for various “crimes” and “abuses of power” during his reign. Everyone in the class will participate and each part will require an equal amount of work. In order for this experience to be both positive and successful, each one of you will need to work diligently to prepare your role and stay on-task during the allotted work times. You may be taking some work home depending on how productive your time management is in class. Please remember also that you should thoroughly know your part so that you are prepared to perform on the day of the trial. I expect excellent effort, attendance, and participation because I know that you are capable of such work.

Standards/Objectives met in this project:

Reading 2.4 (Analyze author’s arguments), 2.5 (Analyze author’s philosophical 

assumptions), 2.6 (Assess power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments presented), 3.7c (Historical, social, etc. context), 3.8 (Analyze political assumptions), 3.9 (Analyze philosophical arguments/character credibility)

Writing 1.1 (Persuasive writing elements), 1.3 (Structure and support ideas well), 1.4 

(Enhance meaning by using rhetorical devices), 1.5 (Use language in a fresh way to establish a certain tone), 1.6 (Develop presentations based on clear research questions and research), 1.7 (Use systematic strategies to gather and organize information), 2.4 (Write historical investigation piece)

Written and Oral Language 1.2 (Manuscript form and grammar/mechanics)

Listening and Speaking 1.6 (Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to enhance a 

specific tone and purpose), 1.7 (Rehearsal strategies), 1.9 (Use research and analysis to justify strategies for gestures, movements, etc.), 1.12 (Identify logical fallacies in oral presentations), 1.15 (Listen attentively to group), 1.16 (Collaborate equally), 1.17 (Develop discussion through various means), 2.2 (Deliver oral presentation/dramatization based on historical investigation)

Roles:

1 Judge

12 Jurors- Your role is to become familiar with the facts of the case prior to the trial by tracing the character development of 1-2 major characters. You will reread portions of the text looking for behaviors, speech patterns, and interactions that reveal something intriguing about the character under study; try to maintain an objective stand as you gather information (maybe in the form of a detailed graphic organizer, time-line, double entry journal, etc.).

You will be deciding Saul’s fate. After being presented with the case, you will deliberate amongst yourselves to decide the verdict (the deliberation will be public). You will need to take copious notes during the trial in order to find inconsistencies or to simply help you recall the facts during your deliberation. One of you must be the jury foreman, who will lead the jury as an authority figure. 

3-4 Prosecutors- You, as Saul’s accusers, are responsible for gathering the evidence against him that will persuade the jurors to find Saul guilty and impeach him from his kingship. You will have to decide on the charges that you want to bring against him by doing a bit of research on possible accusations. The burden of proof is on you, meaning it is your obligation to prove the facts that are in dispute at the trial. 

The preponderance of the evidence must support your case (51%). You must convince 2/3 of the jury (8 of 12 jurors) that Saul is guilty, so your evidence needs to be more convincing than the defense’s (whose job it is to shed doubt on your case). The people of Israel are your clients.

3-4 Defense Attorneys- As Saul’s lawyers, you must gather and present evidence which prevents the prosecution from meeting the burden of proof. Your evidence should explain, disprove, or discredit the evidence presented by the prosecution. Possible defenses: 1) alibi (defendant not present at the crime scene), 2) self-defense (protecting himself), 3) insanity defense (defendant was mentally deranged at the time of the crime). You may need to research others on-line or in the library.

Opposing attorneys must let each other know regularly what evidence was collected in order to ensure a fair trial for both sides.

Types of Evidence:

1) Testimony- witness tells what he/she saw, heard, did, or experienced in relation to the incidents in question.

2) Documents- (you may create these) letters, notes, deeds, bills, receipts, etc. related to the case.

3) Physical Evidence- articles such as weapons, clothing, etc. that relate to the facts of the case.

4) Expert Testimony- a professional person, not involved in the incident, who can give medical, scientific, or other instruction to the judge or jury to help decide the case.

Witnesses/Defendant/Plaintiff: You will need to gather as much information about your character and their interactions with the other people listed. Create 2 graphic organizers: one that traces your character’s development and another that deals with your fictional interactions with others. Some of these people do not come into direct contact with one another, so you may need to infer the type of interaction that would result from a fictional encounter between the characters. 

Elder to represent 12 Tribes of Israel- plaintiff

Saul- defendant

David

Solomon

Jonathan

Michal

Goliath

Samuel

Jesse

Absalom

Nathan

Sample character interaction chart:

	Character (i.e., Saul)
	How would this character interact with yours?
	Textual support
	Explain your reasoning using the textual support

	David
	Love-hate tension; love because of God’s anointing and clear selection of David as Saul’s successor, etc…..
	1 Samuel 18:2
	Saul took David into his home after he defeated Goliath as a possible sign of his allegiance to David (a son of sorts).

	Etc…
	Etc…
	Etc…
	Etc…


***Attorneys from both sides must decide how to divide up the witnesses***

Steps of the Trial:

1. Opening of the Court

2. Swearing in of the Jury

3. Opening Statement by the Prosecution/Plaintiff’s Attorney( present your version of the case in brief making sure to mention the parties involved in the case and why they are participating.

4. Opening Statement by the Defense( introduce self and defendant, then give a brief overview of why the prosecution’s case is weak (highlight key points in your defense).

5. Prosecution’s Direct Examination of Their Witnesses

6. Defense’s Cross-examination of Prosecution’s Witnesses( attempt to discredit Prosecution’s witnesses or challenge the facts they present to create doubt in the minds of the jury

7. Prosecution can reexamine the witness

8. Defense’s Direct Examination of Their Witnesses

9. Prosecution’s Cross-examination of Defense’s Witnesses( same goal as #6 (expect focus is on Defense’s witnesses)

10. Defense can reexamine the witness

11. Judge’s Instructions to the Jury

12. Closing Arguments( each attorney summarizes main points to help their cases; plaintiff/prosecution goes first, then the defense follows, ending with a rebuttal by the prosecution

13. Jury Deliberations and Verdict

Relevant Scriptures:
I Samuel 8; 9:1-9, 15-27; 10; 11; 13:5-14; 15; 16:14-23 (Primarily Saul’ life)

I Samuel 17:1-54; 18:5-30; 19:1-7; 28:3-20; 31:1-7; II Samuel 5:1-12; 6; 11; 12:11-25; 

14:25-27; 15:1-12; 18:1-17; 19; I Kings 2:1-4; Psalm 51, 32 (Primarily David’s 

life)

I Kings 3:3-14, 16-28; 4:29-34; 5:1-12; 7:1-8, 51; 8:1-13; 10:1-13; 11:1-3; Song of 

Solomon 2:3-13; Proverbs 3:13-20 (Primarily Solomon’s life)

Other Scriptures may also relate, but these are some of the key ones.

Final Thoughts:
· Dress appropriately so you can create an authentic courtroom atmosphere/scene  on the day of the trial; consider carefully what your character might wear.

· Be prepared to become the character because you will not know what questions will be asked of you and you may need to field a few “curve balls.” In order to negotiate the unexpected “surprises,” you will need to know your part thoroughly.

· Grading will be determined based on the research you do for your part as well as your actual participation/presentation/effort during the trial. Please take this process seriously.

Model Timeline:

	Monday2/5
	2/6
	Wednesday2/7
	2/8
	Friday 2/9

Introduce Mock Trial Assignment 

  -review roles

  -trial procd’s

	2/12

HOLIDAY
	2/13
	2/14

Begin building cases and gathering research
	2/15
	Friday 2/16

Continue work

(lawyers focus on evidence and choose witnesses; can begin depositions if desired)

	2/19

HOLIDAY
	2/20


	2/21

Finish preparations for trial (meet with opposing sides to share evidence and prepare witnesses)
	2/22
	2/23

(lawyers get list of objections)

	2/26

Begin Trial
	2/27


	2/28 

Trial (cont.)
	3/1


	3/2

Finish Trial


( Nader Imad Twal, Millikan High School, 2002

