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Robert A. Millikan High School

2800 Snowden Ave.

Long Beach, CA  90815

(562) 425-7441 Phone

(562) 425-1151 Fax

November 8, 2006

Dear Parents/Guardians,


Earlier this year, I wrote you a letter introducing myself and my vision for education. I spoke of William Butler Yeats, who wrote, “Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.” I also explained my commitment to your child’s education, a commitment I still hold dear to my heart. In order to better serve our students at Millikan High School, I am in the process of transitioning out of the classroom and into a new role as the WASC (Accreditation) Facilitator and Smaller Learning Community Coordinator; the individual who previously filled this position is now too ill to proceed with the job.


In my stead, Matthew C. Johnson, my colleague and friend, has graciously agreed to give up all of his classes to assume my role as a Bible as Literature and Philosophy teacher. His qualifications for this position warrant deep respect. As a graduate of BIOLA University with a Masters in Education, Mr. Johnson’s Masters thesis addressed the growing need for Bible as Literature to be introduced into the curriculum in order for students to be articulate in British and American Literature. He has also studied under some of the most brilliant philosophers of our day, including J.P. Moreland and Norm Wright. In the winter of 2005, BIOLA’s Department of Education recognized Mr. Johnson as an emerging leader in education and flew him to Sacramento to meet with Education Policy Leaders in order to address the current needs of students in secondary education. 


Needless to say, your students are in good hands. Mr. Johnson’s integrity and commitment to making sure that all students learn, inspires me to become a better teacher. Your students are in for an exciting journey, though the transition may be difficult at first. I have the utmost confidence in Mr. Johnson’s ability to not only teach your students, but also shape their character. We both share the ethic that education is more than the forming of a mind; it is also the art of tending the heart. Though my heart breaks to leave the classroom, I find comfort in knowing the position which I am assuming, will allow me to better secure the students’ quality of education. Thank you for your kind understanding in this process. 


If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at ntwal@lbusd.k12.ca.us. When I learn my new extension and office, I will pass the information on to Mr. Johnson, who can act as a liaison until the transition is complete. Mr. Johnson can be reached at (562) 425-7441, x. 4222 or at mcjohnson@lbusd.k12.ca.us. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Nader Imad Twal

Milken National Educator, CA 2003

WASC Facilitator/SLC Coordinator

Personal success through Empowerment, Academic achievement, Conflict resolution, and Ethics in action


