Study Guide Questions for Genesis 25:21-34

And Genesis 27-36

Directions:  Please choose any 5 of the following 13 questions to answer in order to review the critical events in Jacob’s life.  Try to select a variety of questions that will allow you to get a firm grasp of the material as a whole.  Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper and please make sure that your answers are complete, thorough, well thought out, and detailed. By completing this assignment you will be fulfilling the following standards: Reading 3.2, 3.6, 3.7 a-c.

1. Describe the nature Esau and Jacob’s relationship in the Genesis 25:21-34 account.  What makes Jacob’s acquisition of the birthright so significant in light of God’s promises to Isaac?

2. What governs Isaac and Rebekah’s decision as to who should receive Isaac’s blessing in Genesis 27?  Why would Rebekah desire that Jacob be the one blessed, while Isaac seeks to bless Esau?  Make sure to discuss the implications of each choice.  (cf. Gen.25:23, 26:34, 28:9)

3. Compare and contrast Isaac’s blessing on Jacob and Esau.  Pay close attention to the word choice and syntax.  (cf. Gen.27:28-29, 39)

4. Briefly summarize Jacob’s dream in Gen.28:12-15.  What might it symbolize or signify? Why is this important?

5. Describe Jacob and Rachel’s first meeting and courtship in Genesis 29.  What events seem to have a deeper significance?  (i.e., how might Laban’s deception of Jacob be connected to Jacob’s deceiving his father and brother earlier in Genesis?)

6. Create a graphic organizer or genealogy that shows the birth order of each of Jacob’s sons.  Make sure to mention each one’s mother, the meaning of their names, and any other significance you can attach to them.

7. What leads Jacob to leave Laban in Genesis 31?  Describe the circumstances surrounding his departure.  (Note: consider why he leaves secretly, why Rachel steals her fathers idols, and how the matter is resolved.)

8. Describe the nature of Jacob’s prayer in Genesis 32 and the significance of his “wrestling with God.”  What might this struggle symbolize?  How might it relate to his name change in the chapter?

9. Describe Esau’s reaction to Jacob’s return.  How is it significant event in light of Jacob’s prayer in Genesis 32?

10. What happens to Dinah in Genesis 34?  How do the brothers respond?  How might their reaction be indicative of the historical and cultural context of their time?

11. In Genesis 35, God reaffirms Jacob’s new identity as Israel.  What is the context in which it is spoken and what do you believe is the intended purpose or effect?

12. What literary purpose does the genealogy in Genesis 36 serve?  Why do you think only names are recorded without an account of anyone’s history?

13. Why can the story of Jacob be called “The struggle of God’s promises”?  Give careful thought to the entire account of his life in answering the question.

Extra Credit:

a) Create a graphic organizer that draws clear parallels between the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (travels and experiences).  [Note: They are considered the 3 main patriarchs.]

b) Map out Jacob’s travels on a map of the Middle East.  How is it similar to or different from Abraham’s?
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