Elijah and Elisha Questions

· Work cooperatively with a partner to answer the following questions in writing and in complete sentences.

1. Read I Kings 16:29-34 and 22:29-38 to gain more background on the political climate in which Elijah and Elisha were born. Summarize it.

2. Describe Elijah’s relationship to Jezebel. Use specific instances in the text to explain the greatest sources of tension between the two. How do you think this affected Elijah’s preaching?

3. Find evidence to support the claim that Jezebel disregards the moral and social laws of the time. Explain the significance of each.

4. Before Elijah defeats the priests of Baal, why does he invoke the “Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel”? What fundamental fact about the experiences of Israel is he trying to demonstrate?

5. How is Elijah an archetypal character? What does he represent to the Jews? Why might they revere him so much? Find support for your claims using the text.

6. If Elisha ministry is described in greater detail and he had a double-portion of the Spirit that Elijah had, then why do you think that he is not the archetypal prophet instead? Why do you think he asked for a double portion of the Spirit? Read Deuteronomy 20:15-17. What light does this shed on the situation?

7. When Elijah is taken up into heaven, he is carried away by a “chariot of fire”… why is this image so significant? What might it symbolize?

8. Elijah means “Jehovah is God,” while Elisha means “God is salvation.” In what ways are the personalities and ministries of each of these prophets related to his name? Be specific and detailed.
