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Directions: Choose 2-3 people in the community whom you can interview to get an idea of where Long Beach citizens stand on the issue of homelessness. You can choose as many or as few of the following questions to guide your discussion, but you must write down their responses in order to share the information with your classmates. Please make sure that you do not interview just family members, friends, or acquaintances. Try to get a true picture of what the community thinks. Your interviews need to be substantial and detailed; do not rush through this assignment.

For each interview, you will need to include the following information:

· Name of person interviewed

· Gender

· Race 

· Age

· Number of years in Long Beach

· Zip Code of address (i.e., 90815)

· Responses to the questions (remember, you can use all, some, or none of the questions on this list for this portion of the assignment; the goal is to have substantial material to share with your peers)

Sample Questions:

1. What images come to mind when you hear the word “homelessness”? Why do you think you associate these images with this issue?

2. What role does our fear of the homeless play in perpetuating the problem?

3. What needs to happen in our city, state, and country in order for homelessness to end?

4. Have you ever helped a homeless person? If so, how effective was your involvement?

5. Do you believe that homelessness is a solvable issue? Why or why not?

6. What do you think are the root causes of homelessness? What leads you to believe this?

7. What are you willing to do to see the homeless issue resolved?

8. Have you ever spoken with a homeless person? Describe the experience and the impact that it had on your thinking about this issue.

