Active Voice

Written and Oral Language 1.1

1. Voice shows whether the subject is performing the action or being acted upon.

a. Active voice indicates that the subject of the verb is acting.

b. Passive voice indicates that the subject of the verb is being acted upon (made using a form of the verb “to be” plus a past participle).

2. Active voice is preferred because it is more direct and focuses on the action the subject is performing; it adds a sense of authority to the tone.

Sample: Find all occurrences of passive voice and restructure the paragraph so that it is in the active voice.

The Israelites were oppressed by the Egyptians for close to 400 years. They had come to reside in Egypt during the time of Joseph, who rose to power under the watchful eye of God. Having heard the cries of the people, God decided to set the Israelites free. Moses was called upon to lead the nation out of Egypt and into the Promised Land. However, soon after the Exodus, the people were so faithless to God that He allowed only the second generation to enter the land. The entire first generation, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua, was judged and died in the wilderness. Ultimately, God kept His promise that he had made to the Patriarchs; sadly, only the second generation was around to see it come to fruition.

