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Monthly Kindergarten Support Trainings Bring Together Ideas for Embedding Literacy & Math 
Concepts During“Opening”! 

Teachers attending the Kindergarten monthly Support trainings, available to all Kindergarten teachers, have 
been part of an on-going effort to share and enhance instructional strategies teachers have used in their 
classrooms for a long time. Whether you teach in a half day or extended day classroom setting, some of the 
following ideas might be some new ideas you’d like to try. 
 

  During calendar ask the students how many Tuesdays & Thursdays are in the month – then make a 
number fact  from results (4+5=9) 

  “Special Name” as the helper of the day, and make a number fact out of the consonants and 
vowels in the Special Name 

  Morning Message that includes looking for letters, sight words, and Math problem of the day 
concepts 

 When using calendar, remove dates and replace with post-it. The Special Name student can write 
in missing dates 

 Use patterns with date cards on calendar                                                                
 Model tally marks for the date 
 Make weather  graphs each month and tally results 
 Count days in school and write number on  “Days in School”  chart 
 nts the number of days in school  After counting the days in school, count money that represe
 Make a number sentence for students absent (boys & girls) 
 While taking attendance each child gives a math fact instead of saying “here” 
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Making a graph in his journal                  Ordering Numbers 
                          
                                        Practice and Reviewing Math Concepts 

Cindy Matsumoto, Signal Hill Elementary Kindergarten teacher,  
is giving her students valuable time needed to practice and review math  

concepts she has been teaching. The students are ordering numbers, using 
a number line, matching sets and working in their math journals. One of the pictures 

shows a student making sets of numbers using number cards and clothespins. 
The activity was designed to help students recognize and count numbers 
to ten. The card has a numeral and also a ten-frame showing a set with 

that number of objects.  Students then clipped the corresponding number of 
clothespins to the card. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Matching  Numbers  
                                                                 to Sets                                            
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Fremont Elementary Shares 

Opening Idea 

As part of  the  daily “Opening”,  

ents at Fremont Elementary use  unifix 

s to represent the amount of days they have 

 in school. Different color patterns are used 

 month. When the days reach ten,  they are 

ed  up to show place value. For example; if 

y is day #16,  the unifix cubes are one group 

n all attached together, and six cubes 

tached. The teacher and students  discuss 

 many tens and ones. They then write 

ber facts including commutative property 

  corresponding tally marks, and finally  the 

ber is located and highlighted on the number
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Name Game Alive 

and  

Well Used  

oley Kindergarten Class 

n  Ms. McBride’s Kindergarten 

ey have a fish. The students named 

ffy. Fluffy is the only class member 

 letter “F” in his name so they 

m a Name Game envelope.  When 

fy’s turn, the whole class helps him 

 name. Now everyone knows the 

. 

everal students know all the letters 

irst and last names. Many are still 

 on their first names. So that those 

 who know all their letters are 

ed, they are allowed to trade their 

ith a friend and play the Name 

ith their friend’s name. They have 

rtunity then to manipulate letters 

’t have in their own names. 

s. McBride has a gorilla puppet 

in her teacher chair. The puppets 

Geegee. She has a Name Game 

e too, but her second “g” has a 

t font. The whole class helps her 

 name and they recognize the 

t looking “g”. 
Burbank Has Math Parent Workshop 

In October, the Kindergarten team at 

urbank Elementary offered a Family Math 

orkshop to their students’ families. 

e Workshop focused on Number Sense. 

indergarteners and their parents cut out number 

lue cards to use for matching and sequencing. 

ey learned how to use the number line, and 

actice writing the numbers from 0-30. 


